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Section 1: Getting Started

Which of these do you think you should tackle first?

a) Determine a budget for your wedding.

b) Find out who is contributing to the wedding.

c)  Think about everything you want to have in your  

life over the next few years.

d) Start saving money.

e) All of the above.

Answer: e) All of the above.

Bridey, listen… I don’t care what your budget is. In fact, 

depending on where you live or where you want your wedding 

to take place, the actual dollars don’t really matter. But, you  

do have to figure out how much you have to spend. Period.  

And frankly, there will quite possibly be a few uncomfortable 

conversations with your fiancé, parents, and soon to be 

parent-in-laws regarding how much each are contributing.  

And if they are contributing, then what are their terms? Do 

they get to make decisions about the guest list or the color of 

linens? Trust me, it’s best to find this out NOW versus in the 

middle of your planning because at least you’ll know what you 

are up against from the beginning. Ultimately, you may choose 

to forgo their monetary assistance so that you can make the 

decisions without feeling like you need to get permission first.

But, let’s start with you. How much money do you have?  

How much of it do you want to spend on your wedding?  

How much CAN you spend on your wedding?

Are you thinking about buying a home following the big day? 

All of these factors will affect the overall number. So think 

about this carefully. Your wedding can and will be amazing no 

matter what your budget is, but first you have to determine 

what that means to you.

Once you determine a real, concrete budget, open my attached 

sample budget and make it your own. Part of the budget battle 

is getting started, so now you have no excuse!  So get rolling, 

bridey! And start saving!

Don’t Forget

Get that gorgeous engagement ring of yours insured! If you 

have homeowners or renters insurance, oftentimes you can put 

it on that plan, but just be sure to do it!

This wedding stuff is all new territory to me. I feel so lost!
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First Things First

Let’s start with c)… I know that the perception is that wedding 

planners are expensive and can feel like an unnecessary 

expense, but a very important aspect to procuring a wedding 

planner is not about money. It is about the time they will save 

you as you dig into your plans. It’s about their network of 

vendors, and connections in an industry that you know nothing 

about. They know the right people to get shit done… they are 

producers. They want nothing more than to see a perfect 

finished product.

Also, your wedding planner will be the person who will 

pre-qualify your vendors. Trust me, they only refer people they 

have confidence in and work with consistently because it 

makes THEM look bad if you get screwed.

I know a lot of you are thinking that you can’t afford a wedding 

planner, and want to tell me to go suck it. Wait just a minute…

the cool thing is that you don’t have to choose the full wedding 

planning package, which can get quite pricey. Hire a “day of” or 

“month of” planner to take over a few weeks to a month prior 

to your wedding. They will coordinate the final details with  

your vendors, create a timeline of events, finalize the floor  

plan, manage your ceremony rehearsal, etc. They will handle 

the deliveries and set-up. All of these things will make your 

wedding day that much more enjoyable for little money. Not 

having to worry about all of the little details that can go wrong 

is a huge weight off of your shoulders.

The reason to hire a wedding planner before you begin securing 

a venue is because the wedding planner might have some 

clever ideas or know of a cool new spot for a wedding that you 

hadn’t thought of. So hire them first.

As for b)… Whether you hire a wedding planner or not, the 

reason you want to research venues before you pick a date is 

because your favorite venue may already be booked on your 

preferred wedding day. And that sucks. So once you find a 

venue, find out what dates are available and go from there. 

Once you have the date and the venue, it’s a hell of a lot easier 

to procure your vendors.

Which of these do you think you should do next?

a) Choose a date.

b) Research venues.

c) Hire a wedding planner.

d) Secure vendors.

e) I have no idea, quit asking me!

Answer: I’m so mean… there are actually two right answers to this question: b) and c).

OMG! There’s a hell of a lot of information about weddings out there! I 
feel so overwhelmed! What do I do next?


